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HEPATOBILIARY SCAN

A Nuclear Medicine Hepatobiliary (HIDA) Scan
is a procedure used to evaluate the biliary tract
and gall bladder function.

A radioactive tracer which emits gamma
radiation is administered and is taken up in the
liver and excreted into the biliary system.

The passage of the radioactive tracer through
the biliary system is imaged using a Gamma
Camera.

Patient Preparation

e Fast from midnight the night before
the test

e Refrain from smoking from midnight
the night before the test

Test Duration

e 30 minutes for a standard HIDA Scan
e 2% hours for a CCK HIDA Scan

What does a Hepatobiliary Scan
involve?

PART 1
You will be positioned under a Gamma Camera
and given an injection of a small amount of a
radioactive tracer into a vein in your arm.

Imaging of your liver and gallbladder will begin
immediately and last at least 30 minutes.
Additional shorter images may be required a few
hours after the initial scan.

or

If your Doctor has asked for a quantitative
assessment of gall bladder function, you will be
given an injection of the radioactive tracer and
asked to wait for 1 hour. During this time the
radioactive tracer will concentrate in your
gallbladder.

An intravenous cannula will then be inserted into
a vein in your arm and you will be positioned
under a Gamma Camera.

Imaging will commence along with a slow
infusion of CCK through the intravenous
cannula. CCK mimics a natural hormone that
causes the gall bladder to contract, allowing us
to measure the gallbladder ejection fraction.

This part of the test will last about 90 minutes.

PART 2
A Nuclear Medicine Specialist will interpret the
images and send a report to your referring
doctor that same day.

Cholycystokinin (CCK)

CCK may cause some minor nausea and pain.
Please tell the technologist or doctor if this
occurs.

What does a Hepatobiliary Scan
investigate?

Some of the more common indications for
having this test are:

e Cholecystitis (inflammation of the
gallbladder)

Biliary tract obstruction

Gallbladder ejection fraction

Bile leaks

Biliary Atresia

Investigation of abdominal/gallbladder
pain



